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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is responsive to Applicant's amendment and request for 
reconsideration of application 09/667,391 filed on February 13, 2007. 
The amendment contains: 
Original claims: 2-3, 8, 11-12, 15-52, 55, 59-67. 
Previously presented claims: 1, 5, 7, 9-10, 14, 56-58, 68. 
Amended claim: 54. 

Claims 4, 6, 13 and 53 have been previously canceled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
' the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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Claims 1-3, 5, 7-12, 14-52 and 54-68 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Wilkinson (U.S. 2001/0049646), and further in view of US Pub. 
No. 2001/0037265 A1 to Kleinberg. 

Wilkinson discloses a system and method comprising: 

> Receiving a referral from the referring party, the referral including 
information regarding any one of a financing-seeking party that has been 
declined by the referring party, a transaction-management seeking party, 
a trade-seeking party, and a credit-guarantee seeking party (abstract; 
paragraph [0006]); 

> Storing the information regarding the referral in a storage device ("first 
demander", abstract; [0008-0011]). 

> Wherein the referral is received from a credit processing center of a 
financial institution ([0017] and [0040]); 

> Determining whether the referral satisfies system-based parameters (fig. 

1): 

> If the referral party does not satisfy system based parameters, further 
comprising forwarding information regarding the referral to a third party 
(fig. 1, steps 120-130); 

> Means for receiving a referral from a referring party, the referral including 
information regarding any one of a financing-seeking party that has been 
declined by the referring party, a transaction management-seeking party, 
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a trade credit-seeking party, and a crSedit guarantee-seeking party (fig. 1 , 
steps 40-170); 

> Evaluating the referral to determine regarding the referral in a storage 
device (claim 21); 

> Evaluating the referral to determine whether the referral meets system- 
determined underwriting criteria, the system-determined underwriting 
criteria being variables used to determine whether the services and 
products of the system meets the needs of the referral (fig. 1 , steps 40- 
170); 

> If the referral does not meet system-determined underwriting criteria, 
seeking an alternative provider for the referral (it is inherent in financial 
services to underwrite alternative criteria in various situations). 

> If the referral becomes engaged, establishing an account for the referral 
within a marketplace in the transaction management and financial services 
system ([0006], [0017] and [0019]). 

Wilkinson discloses providing a screen display indicating a referring party 
(paragraphs 8, 21-22, 50, 57). Wilkinson does not disclose where the screen display 
indicates an affiliation with a referring party. However, Weinberg discloses providing a 
screen display indicating an affiliation with a referring party (paragraphs 9, 14, 16-18, 
26, 29, 31 ). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the referral system as disclosed by Wilkinson to adapt the display 
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indicating affiliation with a referring party as disclosed by Weinberg. The motivation 
would be to co-branding a webpage display enables to consumers to know that parties 
offering referrals are affiliated with one another, creating a seamless interaction on a 
display such that both affiliates are displayed in a single display screen, thus further 
promoting the alliance between referring parties. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 5, 7-12, 14-52 and 54-68 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jennifer 
Liversedge whose telephone number is 571-272-3167. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached at 571-272-6777. The fax number for the 
organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jennifer Liversedge 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3692 
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